
SPEECH DELIVERED BY PROFESSOR FRANCIS ALLOTEY, CHAIRMAN OF 
THE AIT BOARD OF TRUSTEES  AT THE 2012 CONGREGATION THE 

ACCRA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (AIT) 

SATURDAY, 1ST DECEMBER 2012 

 

 

 Your Excellency, the Nigeria High Commissioner, Ambassador Ademola 
Oluwaseyi 

 Your Excellency, the Malaysia High Commissioner to Ghana 

 Members of the AIT Board of Trustees  

 The President of the Accra Institute of Technology, Professor Clement Dzidonu 
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 The Faculty, Staff and Students of AIT 
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 Distinguish  Invited Guests 

 Member of the Media 

 Ladies and Gentlemen 
          …… All  Protocol Observed 

1. On this auspicious occasion of the 2012 Congregation ceremony of the Accra Institute 
of Technology, held in this beautiful Christ the King Assembly Hall, I feel privileged, 
and it is indeed my pleasant duty as Chairman of the AIT Board of Trustees, and as 
Chairman for the occasion, to welcome all of you to this function, as custom demands. As 
some of you may be aware I am further privileged to have had the Graduate School 
named after me, in my lifetime as The Professor Francis Allotey Graduate School of 
AIT. So you see, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am so grateful for the honour that there was no 
way for me to dodge the invitation, by the President of AIT, to address you on this 
occasion. But I propose to be brief in discharging this responsibility, in order to leave 
enough room for the President of the University, Professor Clement Dzidonu to give a 
fuller account of his stewardship. My address will focus on three main parts: 



 Brief report on our Vision and general progress since AIT’s inception two years 
ago 

 Our short to medium term view of the future. 

 An acknowledgement of the efforts of our core stakeholders, and, 

 The Graduation ceremony to honour our hard working students 

Vision and General Progress of AIT 

2. As far back as around 2005 when preparatory work on AIT started we had a vivid 
vision of the university-of-the future that we wanted. By 2010/11 when operations started 
in earnest our vision started to crystallize into a more practical combination of campus-
based courses side=by-side with online open-university programs. The vision statement 
which is driving this young university is still evolving, but may be quoted as follows: 

To be a world-class technology focused university offering globally accredited degree 
programs employing state-of-the-art  modes of delivery, scholarship, innovative 
academic and industrial research and related services. 
 
3. Consistent with that vision the first two academic years at AIT have been devoted to 
presenting and trying to perfect the two main modes of academic program delivery, 
namely the conventional campus-based or classroom based system, side by side with the 
innovative online program delivery of the open university system. The Institute prides 
itself for formalizing the open-university system, and I we believe we can lay claim to be 
Ghana’s Premier Open University. As the name suggests, students do not need to attend 
classes every day in a designated classroom. All they need is a laptop and, their bedroom, 
office, even the car becomes their learning point. Students can be as far away from 
campus as Wa, Tamale, Ho, or Axim, or even in Nigeria or elsewhere in the world.  

4. In addition to the foregoing superior flexibility we offer our students, either campus-
based or online, we also strive to provide world class quality programs, not just to copy 
from our affiliated world-class Open University of Malaysia, (OUM). Indeed we strive go 
a step further to improve upon the OUM programs that we present at AIT. Thus our 
vision statement  is a constant reminder to achieve world-class standards of program 
delivery for AIT students. 

5. From reports presented to the AIT Board of Trustees over the last two years by the 
President of the Institute, and as you will hear for yourselves in his report to the 



Congregation, the Institute has been performing according to expectations. We certainly 
have high hopes for expansion in the foreseeable future. Expectations of strong economic 
growth in the country should have implications for higher demand for university 
education, and especially the online system of delivery that we offer. 

Contribution of Stakeholders 

6. Nothing that I have said so far about where AIT is going or expected to go will be 
possible without the active roles played by our key stakeholders, namely the students, 
parents, authorities like the National Accreditation Board, our collaborators like the Open 
University of Malaysia, affiliates like the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology, other client universities, overseas affiliate universities, various suppliers, 
OMATEK and service providers. Of late we have been encouraged by the cooperation 
extended to us by the Nigerian High Commission in Ghana, headed by His Excellency, 
Ambassador Ademola Oluwaseyi. It is our hope to expand such inter-country cooperation 
in the direction of developing our collective human resources in the sub-region.  

7. I should like to single out appreciation perhaps our most crucial stakeholders, the AIT 
faculty and other support staff who daily make the realization of our vision and mission 
possible. Without them there would be no AIT period. I therefore will like to take this 
opportunity to convey to you and all other stakeholders the extent to which AIT feels 
indebted to you all. In the process of thanking all of you for your contributions to date to 
make the Institute what it is, it is more important to emphasize that there are more 
problems to overcome and greater territories to conquer than what has gone under the 
bridge so far. In that regard I take this opportunity to invite you all to double your 
commitment and contributions to this University in order to  sustain its vision and fulfill 
its mission. 

The 2012 Congregation Ceremony 

8. With these initial remarks is now my duty as Chairman to turn our attention to the 
main agenda for the day, the Graduation of deserving students who have worked very for 
this occasion to happen. I there call the audience to order and to proceed with the 
Ceremony.  

 Thank you 


